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SUB J : CUBAN FOREIGN MINISTER'S STATEMENT AT CARIBBEAN DEVELOPMENT 
MEETING 

1 . CUBAN FOREIGN MINISTER ISIDORO MALMIERCA PEOLI, PRESENTLY 
IN THE DR FOR MINISTERIAL-LEVEL TALKS AS HEAD OF THE CUBAN 
DELEGATION TO THE SECOND SESSION OF THE CARIBBEAN DEVELOPMENT 
AND COOPERATION COMMITTEE (CDCC), SAID IN REMARKS TO THE PRESS, 

ON MARCH 21, THAT THE LIFTING OF THE ECONOMIC BLOCKADE BY THE 
US WAS ESSENTIAL FOR THE RENEWAL OF RELATIONS BETWEEN CUBA 
AND THE US. HE DESCRIBED THE US BLOCKADE AS A "KNIFE AGAINST 
THE THROAT OF CUBA", MAKING IT IMPOSSIBLE TO NEGOTIATE, AND SAID 
THAT THE INITIATIVE FOR THE RENEWAL OF RELATIONS MUST BE TAKEN 
BY THE US. IN MALMIERCA'S OPINION, PRESIDENT CARTER WAS OBLIGED 
TO LIFT THE TRAVEL RESTRICTION TO CUBA FOR US CITIZENS BECAUSE 

IT WAS AN UNJUST MEASURE. 

2. ACCORING TO MALMIERCA, THE EFFECTS OF THE US POLICY WITH 
RESPECT TO HUMAN RIGHTS WILL HAVE TO BE SEEN IN PRACTICE. IN 
CUBA, HE ASSERTED, NOT ONLY THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF MAN, 

BUT ALSO OTHER ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL RIGHTS, SUCH AS EDUCATION 
AND EMPLOYMENT, ARE RESPECTED AND ARE LAID OUT IN THE CUBAN 
CONSTITUTION. WHEN QUERIED ON THE SITUATION OF HUBERT MATOS, THE 
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MINISTER SAID THIS WAS A CUBAN INTERNAL POLICY QUESTION AND NOT A 
BARGAINING ELEMENT AT THE NEGOTIATING TABLE, POINTING OUT THAT 
MATOS WAS TRIED PUBLICLY AND CONDEMNED ACCORDING TO THE 
EXISTING LAWS OF CUBA. MALMIERCA DECLARED THAT IN THE US THERE 
IS UNLAWFUL DISCRIMINATION AGAINST THE MOST ELEMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS. 

3. IN A FORMAL SPEECH BEFORE THE COMMITTEE ON MARCH 21, MALMIERCA 
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URGED THE COUNTRIES OF THE CARIBBEAN REGION TO UNITE IN SEARCH 
OF A MORE JUST COMMERCIAL INTERCHANGE WITH DEVELOPED NATIONS 
IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE TRUE ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE FOR THE REGION, 
AND HE OFFERED CUBAN HELP. HE URGED THE COMMITTEE TO SUPPORT 
LATIN REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, SUCH AS SELA, GEPLACEA, OLADE, 
NUMUCAR, CARICOM AND ECLA. 

4. FREQUENTLY INTERJECTING POLITICAL COMMENTS IN HIS SPEECH, 
MALMIERCA EXPRESSED SATISFACTION WITHTHE LIBERATION MOVEMENTS 
IN NAMIBIA AND ZIMBABWE, THE REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT IN SOUTH 
AFRICA AND THE DEFEAT OF "SOUTH AFRICAN AND IMPERIALIST 
AGGRESSION" IN ANGOLA. HE SAW THE CARIBBEAN AS ONE OF THE AREAS 
OF THE WORLD MOST HEAVILY UNDER COLONIAL ADMINISTRATION, 
SINGLING OUT PUERTO RICO AS AN EXAMPLE, AND NOTING THAT THE US 
MAINTAINS A "DENSE, EXTENSIVE, AND REPUDIATED NETWORK OF 
MILITARY BASES IN VIEQUES, GUANTANAMO AND PANAMA." 

5. MALMIERCA, WHO IS THE FIRST CABINET-LEVEL CUBAN OFFICIAL 
OF CASTRO'S GOVERNMENT TO VISIT THE DR, STATED UPON HIS 
ARRIVAL THAT HE HAD NOT BEEN GIVEN ANY INSTRUCTION TO DISCUSS 
THE QUESTION OF ESTABLISHING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH THE DR. 
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